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i Introducticm 

I ——————— 

It has long been hno>an that the Soviet stale accnrity service 

j (currently the KGB) resorts to abductloai and smrdez to combat vrhat 

arc concidcred to be actual or potential threats to^ Soviet regime. 

These techniqueSt frequently designated as "exccctivc action” and knov»n 
VridvLn the KGB as ‘liquid affairs” (hCosryye Bela} , can be and are employed 
abroad as well as within the borders of the USSB^ They have been used , 

I 

I against Soviet citizens, Soviet emigres and even Isrcign nationals. A list 

I 

: of those who have fallen victim to eudi action aver the years would be a very 

long one and would include even the co-founder of&e Soviet state, Keon 
TROTSKY. Several well known Sovi^essassinatifia operations wliich have 

I 

occurred since the rise of KHRUSHCHIY attest U fee fact that the present 
leadership of the USSR still employs tds method dealing with its enemies. 

The sudden difiai>pearancc or uaarpected of a person kuovm to 

poEsees anti -Soviet convictions immediately raise* the suspicion of So\-iet 
involvement. Because it is often impossible toprave who is responsible 

n Ltrictly spealdng, the term ‘’czccuthrc action” encompasses 

j diversionary activities (such as sabtj£a;e) as well as terroristic activities. 

1 

This paper, however, discusses only tie terrcristic aspect of Soviet 
executive action, nainely Iddnapilng and assasszatiQn. 
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for Buch incidents, Soviet inteUlgence Is frequently Uaireissds 



undoubtedly credited with Buccesses it actually has not atiievea. Cs&* 
oUier hand, even In cases where the Soviet hand is obvious, renstiiaas* 
often produces only fragmentary Informatloa, due to the KGB - 

camouflage its trail. In addition, Soviet inteUigence is daubfiess inrj&ed 
in incidents that never become officially rccogiuzedas erecuSsre setiaB. 
such as assasEinatlons which sre recorded as accidents, ctucidE), or 







natural deaths. ^ 

All of the foctors cited above have helped to obscure 
in regard to assaoeixiations and abductions outside the USiZw w^rtsla 
observations can be ixiade, hov^ever, >which v^ill help topi^ S^ese 
into their proper perspective. These observations are setforSiBese 
following paragraphs and are based on inform?. tioa produced bj ^ Lii®sig;itioa. 
of knoun or oucpected operations vMch have occurred -bee 7aid 

War II, *as Vr-ell as from iafoi*mation Dui**plicd by defectors duTirj^ds jenod. ; 

Tar^;ets 

The large numbers of former citirens of the USm {and cdarperal 
Ruscia) living abroad in protect against tlic Soviet regirne hare jcxx a 
continuing cause for concern to tlie Soviets since the e&rlf t^esscs- 
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S E C R X T 

Reducing and keeping to a minimum the potential threat to the regime 
represented by these emigres is one of the function, of the state security 
service. Soviet intelligence seeks to ncutraUze, discredit and destroy 
anti-Soviet groups by luring emigrea back to the USSR, by penetrating 
emigre organizatloaB, and by kidnapping or murdering Individual emigres 

considered to bo particularly dangerous. 

Emigre leaders ^ho participate In anti-So>'ict activities have been 
primary targets of So^-let abduction or assassination opcrstioaB. Such 
operations are sometimes designed to demonstrate that the Soviet regime 
can £ trike its enemies anywhere in the world. The Soviets hope Uiereby 
to create fear, unrest, confusion and dissension within emigre organisations 
and at the same time deter other emigres from joining their ranks. The 
planned assassination of NTS leader Georgiy S. OKOLOVICK in February 
1954 represented a particularly significant step toward acMcving this goal, 
but the act was not carried out because of the defecUon of state security 



Captain Nikolay IQ-IOKKLOV. 

On tlie other hand, assassinatioas of some emigre leaders have been 
carried out so sidllfuUy as to leave the impression that the victims died 
from natural causes. DotoUs of some of the techniques used to achieve 
this were fcrouglit to light in 1961 when professional RGE assassin Bogdan 
STASHINSKIY defected to the V. eet and revealed that he had successfully 
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performed two ouch roissiors. In 1957 he killed Ukrahian emigre writer 
Lev REBET tn Munich with a poison vapor gun whidj left the victlin dead 
of an apparent heart attack. In 1959, the same type ctf weapon wae used on 
Ukrainian emigre leader Stepan BANDERA, althoa^ BANDERA'S deaOi 
was never fully accepted as having been from natural causes. These 
cases are discussed in more detail later In this paper. 

Executive action is also triggered by any signs cf posrible disloyalty 
on the part of Soviet officials abroad. The Soviets have gone to great lengths 
in the past to silence tl\eir intelligence officers who have defected, as 
evidenced by the assassination of former state security officer Ignace 
REISS in 1937 and the unexplained "suicide" of former Soviet military 
intelligence officer V.'aller KKIVITSKY In 1941. In the post-war era, Iheir 
determination to prevent such defections was vividly demonstrated hy the 
unsuccessful attempt to force the wife of Vladimir PETROV to return to 
the Soviet Union from Australia after his defection in April 1954. The 
practice of i.hysical rectraint appUes with equal force to other Soviet 
cfficials who attem.pt to defect or are suspected of being oa the verge of 
doing f-o. Examples were Wfltnessed in Calcutta, India m January lv58 
and Rangoon, Burma inlv ay 1959. The respective victims, Alelzsandr 
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F. ZELEKOVSKIY and K^ikhail 1. STRYGIN. vrere both portrayed by foe 
Soviets as mental cases, "were taken into custody by means of Etrong-arm 
tacdcB, and ■were forcibly removed to foe USSR In a matter of days. 

Foreign nationals are sometiroes victinns of Soviet executive action. 

The targets vobo fall into tills category may be indigenous agents ifoohave 
become suspect or former citisenB of Satellite countries ivho have turned 
against foe Soviet regime. In foe latter case, actions against such individuals 
are usually carried out through the corresponding Satellite Intelligence 
service, aided and abetted by soviet state security. The abductions trf 
Dr. Valter DIT'ISE and Bohumll LAUSl/AK exemplify this type of operation. 
DII'JSE had fled East Germany in 1947 and later became a leader of foe 
’’Society of Free Jurists, " an anti-Conr»munist organization that foe Soviets 
ccmsidcred particularly dangerous. He was Wdnapped from Vest Berlin 
in July 19S2 by agents of the East German security service, v/ifo foe full 
knowledge and approval of soviet Dtate cccuntyj he v.as later turned over 
to Soidct authorities in F^arlcboret, Daet Berlin and eventually sentenced 
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to ImprleomneAt In the USSR. LAUSMAN. a promlaot Csech antt-Communict 

t 

v^ho had fled to the West in 1949, disappeared frona Tienaa in 1953. It 
later learned that he had been kidnapped by agents ci Cseca intelligence* \^ith 
the official sanction of Mobcoiw. The soviet state secaniy reeidcntura in 
Vienna also had been directed to assist the operadonby ^plying a car 
for transporting LAUSMAK to Prague and arranging for fss vehicle to have 
free passage through the Soviet Zone of Austria. 

Foreign political leaders are also potential targets ef Soviet eaecudvc 
action operations and* according to recent infor m a tion* fiae KGB*s executive 
action component includes such persons among its ferg^i;. There is* however, 
no evidence proving that any Western leader has beat thsTictim of Soviet 
executive action. 
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2. LirraE died in a Soviet priton camp 15 Decemlar 1953, according 
to a statement Icsced by the Soviet Eed Crocs on 8 J=z£ llroO, a virCial 
admission of Soviet responsibility for the Iddnappisg. Tee cited date of 
his death Is at variance, hovever, with infermatioefrosr fellow prisoners 
of l.U'JSE who r exported having seen him in 1954 and 1955. 
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The executive action component of the Soviet government is currently 

designated the Thirteenth Department of the KGD intelligence directorate 

(First Chief Directorate). The earliest hnowi predecessor of the Thirtecnttl 

Department was the so-called "Directorate of Special Tasks" reportedly 

established witliin the KKVD in December 1936 for terror purposes. During 

World War n terror missions were performed by the KKGB I'ourth Directorate, 

which was responsible for partisan activity behind Cern.an Ur.es. In late 1945 

or early 1946 tHs directorate was replaced by a unit of the h?GB known as 

Spets Byuro ^1 which was organized to reUin Fourth Directorate personnel 

to support and direct partisan activiUes behind enemy lines in fee event of 

a future war. In the summer of 1952. however, the long-range aspects of 

Spets Byuro gl»s mission were abandoned, and emphasis was shifted to . ' 

using all available agents for sabotage and other violent activities. Spet< _ 

B^niro n was given a new, and at present still unimown, designation sometime 

in 1953 and assigned to carry out "special action tasks," such as sabotage, 

political murders and Hdnappinga. With fee creation of the KGB in 1954, the 

executive action component was redesignated as the Tliirtcenfe Department. 

Alfeough fee jurisdiction of fee department is global, its nr sin target areas 

are fee United States and members of V^'estem treaty organinations . There 
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is no evidence of the eadeteace of any unit wlthla &e Soviet mUitary InteUi- 
gence component (the GRU) responsible for the type of executive action 
discussed in this paper, although the GRU reportedly can underUke such 
operations under certain circumstances. 

■phe Thirteenth Department is beKeved to be fivided into sectlonB 
(otdeleniye) or directions (napravleniye ) by countries or groups of countries, 

iZi ■ 

such as, for example, the United States ( 'the principal enemy"), England, 
Latin America, etc. At h^oscovt headquarters the department has approxi- 
mately 50-60 experienced employees, and aas lastkno«n to be headed by 
General (fnu) RODIN, who under the alias ECROVIS bad previously been the 
KGB resident in Great Britain. Secrecy about the work of this department 
is maintained throu^ the careful selection and twin in g of its personnel} 
the officers do not discuss tlicir e>q>crlence amo:^ o&ers; department 
documents sire not circulated. 

In addition to headquartera perscsinel, Che ISth Departir.ent hafi its 
own support officers In legal reeldeacieB la Western countries and in some 
Satellite countries. Such support ofCcers vrork uacer the instructions of 
the legal resident and the 13th Department. One af the more active groups 
is a unit in East Germany which nun*,bers perhaps 2C-3C persons. As of 
I960 there was a group in Chiiui, but it prolably no longer esdsts. Trior 
to 1955 there was also a group in Austria. In a cmntry in which a support 
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officer of the 13th Department ie stationed, the legal resident and&e 
head<i«arters department for that country are av.are of the targets rf 



the 13th Department in that country, although they are not aaare of 
illegal agents •»iho are In direct contact with the ISth Department, 

Although the Thirteenth Department is the KGB's executive atSoa 
cwnponent, the Emigre (Klnth) Department directs all operations, fa d a di n g 
assassination operations, agaiinst Soviet emigres. The Emigre Dejs^itnenl s 
assassinatiDn operations, however, are believed to be conducted p£s3f 
with tlie Thirteenth Department and sometimes other KGB coroponeatsi 
for ejcample, the counterintelligence directorate {Second Chief Dirs:t»rate). 

The 13th Department also supports the Disinformation (12tii)IJ^art- 
roent of the First Chief Directorate in tiie latter's covert propaganA 
campaigns aimed at the creation of confusion and panic in V'estexacantries, 
An example is the campaign conducted, in 1959 aad later, for tbepzzpose of 
creating adverse world opinion toward ViOSt Germany, This campst^a 
included setting fire to synagogues and painting swactiha signs in fc Hi c 
places and attributing these acts to V.'est Gertr.ans. Other operatisss in 
which both the Thirteenth Department and tlie Disinformaticai Dejartaeat 
are involved, include attempts to remove the tlireat to Soviet intcr«ti posed 
by certain nriembers of Western governments. Sometimes this e~ . fail s 
arranging for the dismiseal of such persons from public office, bet, is 
theory at least, it could mean ''eliminating” them physically. 
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The defector, ICHOKHLOV, described two laboratories associated vtith 
the executive action department. One predneed special vieapons and explosive 
device®, 'whereas the other developed ptdsaas and drugs for "special tasks." 



was responsible for the development and pradactloo of weapons, from 
drawing up blueprints to melting and pairing bulleU. la no case was assistance 
obtained from military ordnance or other ostside agendes. 

The laboratory for poisons vias supposedly a large and super-secret 
installation. No agents were permitted access to it or even Imew of its 
location. I\HOI'JiL.OV could provide no first-hand information on it. 

Other sources, however, have reported the esistence cd this type of laboratory 
dating back to the purges in the late 1930’s. A report from one source la 
1954 described an eiiperimental laboratarT •ci&ia Scats rryuro Imowa as 
the "Chamber" (I^roera "). Tiis laboratory cendocted experiments on 
prisoners and persons subject to excccdoa to test toe effectiveness of 
different powders, beverages and liquors and varisus types of injections, as 
well as research on the use of hypnotism ta force jnsoaerc to confess. 

Besides its staff, crJy certain hl^-level persons 'sere permitted to enter 
its premises. Although its exintence efneiiSy was kepi a secret, it was 
generally suspected or known by many steto seccrity functionaries that a 



unit of this sort was nialntained. Tne foriet gcremmenl allegedly aboliched 
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the •^Kamerii” in October 195 J, according to an announcecnent xcade to 
eelected state security and Party u£QcialSf attributing the egta b!l g hir eat 
and operation o£ the laboratory solely to BPRIYA and hi# cohorts, tinether 
or not this step actually ^sa8 taken does not rule out the poBsiDilltyv hosfcver^ 
of the sarue type of unit continuing to exist in some other form. 

Training for executive action Dperations v/as conducted at a base in 
Moscow by a staff of instructors vrho specialised in such subjects as tie use 
of small arms, jujitsu, code, wireless, driving, surveillance, and j^otography. 

Although executive action operations outside the USSR are p l ame d, 
directed, and eometimes carried out by state security staff pers agin d, a 
misBion may also be performed by one or more agents recruited spedScally 
for this purpose. KHOKHLOV himself, for instance, was categoricnJly 
forbidden to ascascinate OKOLOVICH personally. Two German asects, 

Haas KUKOVTTSCH and Kurt WZBER, were to carry out the deed urder . 
raOKHLOV's ruper/ision. 'Phis reflected Soviet theory that in&gezms 
personnel, would have better access to the target, and also had the advantage 
of avoiding direct Soviet attribution. It appears from the STAS?nb!SnY case, 
however, that security coniiderstionc ruled out the invclvcment of nxai-Soviets 
in more recent operations. 

EVen though come sources have made staten.entc to the ccctxary, it 
appears tiiat tlic agents (as opposed to str.ff employcee liiuj STAfHI5nT5r) 
who perform executive action for the Sovictc may be used for marc than one 
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misBion of thi» nature. KHOIOiLOV epoke of Bpeci^ executive action 
units known as * T>oyevaya ^^ruppa '* (literally, combat groxos) which 
consisted of indigenous agents and/or Soviet illegal staff officers situated 
outEide tie borders of the USSR on the territory of hostile governments or in 
close proximity thereto. Such groups were armed and prepared to perform 
cxecuUve actions when required to do so, cither in time of peace or war. 

A group of this type under the direction of the executive action dcparlment 
bacc at Kaxlshorst ostensibly was involved in the kidnapping of Dr. /Jexainder 
TRUSHIQOVICH, an MTS leader in West Berlin, In April 1954. I'lHOllHDOV 











believed tlie abductorc to have been recruited and organized by the East 
German security ecrvice at the request of the KGB chief at Karlshorst. 

The rame type of group was mentioned in connection with the abduction of 
Dr* LIKSE; the actual abduction was reportedly perfortTiSd by four German 
members of a ’^boyevaya gruppa ** from East German. It is probable that 
such teams are a modern variation of the *tobile groups’* dcEcribed by a 
pre-war oourcc as units dispatched from h'oBCow to foreign countriec to 
acsaccinr.te TrotBkyites and state cocurity officers who refused to return 
to Uie USSR, as in the case of REISS andpocsibly iU^.n^ITSKY. 
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Tcchniqoo • 

KiRny knOMi-n or suspected executive acdoa cases ia five po^-'s&r 
period have involved the use of poison rather th a n ^uni or es^lssires. 

It is conceivable that the Soviets tend to favor polsaos because murders 
can be accomplished more surreptitiously in this rr a nre r and !a eame 
instances without leaving easily tecogniEable traces offscd^y* Drags 
are also used to Incapacitate a person temporarily far abductha purpose s« 
as reportedly happened In the TKUSHNOVICH case aiii ia £s hicEsrpiag of 
another NTS member, Valeri P.’ TRENIMEL, froin liax, Irstria in June 
1954. There are, however, many unlcaowo, uncaatroHaile fectars is &e use 
of poisons and drugs which limit and often preclude &elr sage. Frohably 
the most important is G>e narrow span hatweea a dose fiat «Q1 cecse disability 
and one that will cause death. Docagce vary from ace iaSridBal to another 
depending upon tlie person’s weij^ht, state of heaia, a:^ lie say &e poison . 
enters Hie body. The tyx>e used ch/lously is cetenciaed by &e result desired. 
It is no problem to cause death, but often difficult to esatridssage success- 
fully when H-ie objective is to Incapacitate an individual ocly tascporarily. 

There appears to be no consistency Ln the use af poiracs ty Soviet 
intelligence to cause disability or death, or in the repe Hi i sgs use of any 
one drug. Chemicals which have been used in cases barrel sr s.:spected 
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to be Soviet instigated Include arsenic, potassium cyanide, scopolamine. 

1 

aiid thEllium. Other likely substances are atropine, barbiturates, chlo* 
ral hydrate, paraldehyde and Vsarfarin* Combinations of tw^o or more 
substances may also be used, vrhich further complicates diagnosis and 
tracing. 

One well publicissed poisoning case involved the defector Nikolay 
KHOKHIwOV. KHOKHLOV suffered a sudden and severe illness while 
attending an and-Communlst meeting In Franlcfurt, Germany in September 
1957. A positive diagnosis was precluded by the initial treatment given 
him at a German hospital, but there was evidence of his having been 
poisoned by a thallium derivative of arsenic and/or other chemical agents, 
and a strong possibility that tlie poison had been administered at PJS 
instigation. Kl-IOKHLOV himself believed, and allegedly had supporting 
medical opinion, tliat he had been poisoned by radlo-activ'ated thallium 4 
He believed that the poison was of Russaln origin because it was such a 
complicpted substance that it was difficutl to analyse and had been carefully 
prepared to leave virtually no trace. A unique mechanlcra for administering 
poison was described by a loiowledg cable source as a pneumatically operated 
poison ice *’atomiaer** which leaves no wound or other evidence of the cause 
of death. The equipment and teclmiqucs used in t!xe poieociing of KEBET and 
BANDERA arc treated below in some detail as examples of the most recent 
and sophisticated rtiethods in use by the KGB. 
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L STASKINSPUY 

In Noveniber 1961 a Soviet intelligence officer, Bogdan STASrUNSKlY, 
surrendered to tbe Weet German, police, elating feat he had, acting under 
ofRcial orders, aseacrinated fwo individual « during the previous fevk 
years: Lev REBET, a Ukrainian emigre writer; and Stepan BANDERA, a 
leader of the Ukrainian Nationalist movement. In both cases, a similar 
type of v^eapon had been used: a gun v.hich Sred vaporized poison uhich 
Idllod almost instantly upon being inhaled. The properties of the killing 
agent v/ere such that, until the defection of tlie assassin, both victims 
•were officially believed to have died from heart attacks. In the case of 
BANDERA, however, there was some unconfirnried suspicion of potassium 
cyTmide poisoning allhou|^ there was insufficient evidence to prove it. 

The Weapon 

The weapon used to assassinate REBET was a light-weight aluminum 
cylinder, 15-lC cm. long and apijrosdrop.tely 3 cm. in diameter, and 
weighing about 200 grams. The cylinder was divided into three feperate 
chambers, one of which contained liquid poison scaled hermetitally into 
a plastic-type ampule container under low piressure. (At ncrrrcl temperatures 
the poison would evaporate, disap/j'-caring without tz'see in aeoct tv<o minutes.) 
The three components could be ase-cmbled by nicans of e. thread vihicli allov^ed 

- 15 - 

S E C Fv E T 



.... i 




■f' 



-•m 

!¥|ii 





S: % 






I ^■ 

/ 



0 















S £ C R E T 

one part to screvi Into the other. The first component was the poison 
ampule portion^ the front end of which had a fine metallic screen* The 
poison ampule fitted solidly against tlie walls of the metal cylinocr. The 
center component contained a piston and a piston arm which extended into 
the third or activating component. The latter contained a spring-mounted 
activating arm which^ when drawn haclc, armed the weapon. A releasing 
arm v-as appended to the third component at an angle and was attacl^ed to 
the activating arm by means of a releasing catch. A small safety arm 
perrnitted the weapon to be placed in the safety position. The third component 
also contained a few grams of powder. 

The n a>dmum effective range of the weapon was about one-half 
n'jeter; at one and one-half meters the effect of the vapors would be 
quectiouaUe; and at two and onc-)i2lf fr^eters, the vapors would be totally 
ineffective. (Tlie assassin was instructed to fire the weapon only Inches 
from the face.) 

Ths weapon was activated as follows: 'fhe activating arm was pulled 
breh and the safety released. The \veap»on w*aB then, activated. It was 
held in the palm of the hand in such a fashion that it fired when the user 
pressed the releasing arm towards the activating arm. The relerioing i vwENPrv' 

arm, when preesed, acted upon the relenting catch, permitting tl.e spring-held 
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actlv&tizig arm to fly for^^ard ftgainot tha small charge of ponder. The 
exploding puvvdcr (wldch made a noise approximatiBg fee eound of a loud 
handclap \^ith the hands cupped) drove the piston anr. Sirviard, causing the 
piston to strike against the poison ampule. The pcdjoa\bas thus driven out 
through the fine screen In the form of a liquid spray. 

The vveapon used for the second aasassination isas similar, except 
that it ^as double-barrelled. Each barrel contained a charge of poison 
similar to that contained in the single -Wr relied v^capen; hoi^ever, the 
two barrels could be discharged separately or togefeex as a iinit. Thus, 
in the event the firpt charge did not lull Hie victirr:, a fecund attempt coiJd 
be made. The two barrels were Vi^eldcd together ard fee weapon had two 
releasing arms, two releasing catches, two srJeties, and two activating arms, 
The effect of the poison was the same. 

Utilisation of tlie Weapon 

For rr.axinium effective results it is recommended that the liquid 
poiLon be shot directly into the face of the victiir, in erder to introduce 
tlvc vapors moot quicldy into the respirrtcry system. Since the vax-ors 
rise upwards very raj^idly, the poison is still effective when aimed at the 
chest; conceivably, this would be sufficient time to allow &c victim tirrac 
to B cream. 
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Effects of the Poison 

The effect of the poiponouB vapors is such that the arteries ubich 
feed blood to the brain becooic paralysed aln-ioct Imincdiately. Absence 
of blood la the brain precipitates a normal paralysis of the brain or a 
heart attack# as a result of ^hich the viedm dies. The victim is 
clinically dead within one and one-half minutes after inhaling these 
poisonous vapors. After about five minutes the effect of the poison 
wears off entirely, pearrr.itting the arteries to return to their normal 
condition, leaving no trace of the killing agent v^hlch precipitated the 
paralysis or the heart attack. 

Allegedly, no foreign matter can be discovered in the bc*dy or on 
tlie clothes of the victim, no matter how thorough an autopsy or eszaminF.tion. 
The liquid eprsiy can be seen as it leaves tlic nose of the weapon, however, 
and droplets can also be seen on the face of the victim. 

STASBIInSI lY claicned Uiat, before using the weapon on his first victim, 
he tested it on a dog. lie fired the gun directly into the dog*s face, holding 
his hand api>ro>dnr»ately one and one-half feet from its nose. Alrrioct 
immediately after the liquid sp^ray had hit its face the dog rolled over, 
without maJdng any sound whatever. It continued to v.rithe for almost three 
minutes, however. STAnHINSlilY was told that tlie poison affected a human 
much sooner, causing death* witliin one and one-half minutes. 
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Safety Precautions for the User 

f 

STASHINSKIY uae told that neither the poisonous liquid nor the fatal 
fumes affected any portion of the body other than the respiratory system » 
and that, since it could not enter the body through the skin or the pores, 
one could safely place his hands into a pail of the poison^ Inasmuch as 
the Vfeapon v^as held at arm's length ^hen fired and the liquid spray ejected 
forward in a conical pattern, the user, under normal conditions. Is safe 
from the effects of the poisonous vapors. Nevertheless, as an extra 
precaution, STASKINSKIY was provided with counteractive agents to 
use if he so desired. 

Concealir.ent Kfethods 

For traneportadon, the weapon was transported hermetically 
scaled in a container, and inserted between sausages in a crji which 
was itself hermetically sealed. It was suggested to STASIilR^KIY that 
he should carry the weapon to the site of the planned assassination 
wrapped in a light newspaper. In which he had torn a small hole to 
enable him to reach the safety quickly just before using the weapon. 

k^cthod of Attack 

In the firsit assignment, STASKIKSKIY observed FJlBFT dcbarldng 
from a streetcar at about 0930 hours. Observiar that the victim was hesding 
for his office, the aseassin preceded him into the building and climbed the 
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drcul&T sts.irca.se to tiie first floor* On hearing REBET*s footsteps on ^ 
the staircase, STACHII’JSiaY turned and started vjalking down, keeping to the 
left, and carrying the weapon, wrapped in newspaper, in his right hand. The 
two met about halfway between the two floors. Firing directly into REBET's 
face from a distance of approjdmately one-half meter, STASHINSKIY continued 
walking downstairs without even breaking his pace. The victim lurched 
silently forward and fell on the staircase. V.'hlle still in the building, 
STASHE-lSKiy shook off the liquid drops from the weapon and put it in the 
breast pocket of his suit, (A laboratory examlxxatioa of the suit later revealed 
nothing of significance. ) Although he had no reason to believe that he had la- 
haled the poisonous fumes, he used tlic counteractive measures prodded. 

Ke later disposed of the murder weajjon in a shallow canal In the dty. 

In carrying out his second mission, STAEHIIJSltlY used a sim ilar 
approach. Having previously abandoned an atterr.pt to corner BAl'^DnRA 
in tlie latter's garage, ttic ecsae&in gained entry into the victim's apartment 
house by reproducing a key vJiich he had observed being used in the front 
door lock. On the day of the assassiii^tion, liaving seen BANDERA drive 
into his driveway, STAEKINGKIY let himself into the apartment buDding 
and waited. EAKDEEA, carrying several pacluigoe of fruit and vegetables 
in his right hand, entered tlie front dcor with the aid of a key wliich was on 
a key ring together with otlxer keys. As he was attempting to disengage the 
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key from the lock, STASKINSKIY moved avray from the elevator, vthere 
he had been startding, toward the front door* The weapon was in his hand 
with the safety released. As he walked past the victim, who was still 
trying to cxtracate the key from the lock, the assassin took the door 



handle with his left hand, as If to assist BANDERA., asking him "DoesnU 



it work? ’• By this time, BANDERA had succeeded in pulHng the key out 
of the lock. Almost at the instant he replied '*Yes, it worlds,’* STASKH'vSl.IY 
fired both barrels simultaneously into his face at alrijost point-blank 
range. Seeing the victim lurch backwards and to the side, the assassin 
w?lked out of the apartment building and closed the front door. Although 







i v'c.; 



he did not v>cit to see BANDERA drop to the ground, STASHDn'SI'vIY ie certain 
that, contrary to press reports, the tnan did not scream or otherwise call 
for help. STASKINSKIY later threw the murder weapon Into the same canal 
in wMch he had discarded the first weapon. 

Altliough (he press reported that BANDERA had been r.ttached physically 
before he was poisoned, STASIHI'ISKIY insisted that he had used no force, 
since it had not been necessary to do so. Some nouepepers also reported 
that BANDERA had died of potassium cj'ardde poisoning. STA.SKINSK1Y clalins 
that he was told, and believes, that Uie chemical was not potassium cyanide, 
since (1) he thinhs Uiat substance could not have been i;;lroduced into the body 
by die method employed, and (2) he believes the Fab would have no reason to 
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deceive him oa thl» matter, especially since he had to be provided with 

I 

counteracUvc precautions. STASHiNSKiy Maimed that one of his Soviet 
contacts was pleased to learn that the police suspected potassium cyanide, 
since this allegedly indicated that the true cause of the victim's death 
v.as not evident. 

n. PvADIO FREE EUROPE 

The Ke*w York Tiirics reported on an atterript to poieoa the staff 
of RFE on November 21, 1959, by placing atropine in the salt shalccrs 
of the cafeteria used by RFE personnel. Atropine is a derivative from the 
deadly nightshade plant; it can cause partlyels or deaSi if taken in sufficient 
quantity. Tlie amount of poison in each salt shaker was said to be 2.35% by 
•weiglit of the contents. 'White crystalline alkaloid is indistinguishable from 
salt. (Unclacc-ified, from NYT , 17 Decem1>er 1959.) 
in. STEIN 

In March 1955, Usa STEIN, an interviewer vdfli RIAS, the American 
propaganda radio station in V.'est Germ.nny (••Rsdio in American Sector"), was 
fed candy containing the higjily dangerous poison ecopclamine. (scopolamine 
is used in the so-called "twUight sleep. " Given in small doses it induces a 
land of euphoria; in larger doses it is supposed to be a deadly poison.) 

intended that Frau S-TEIl'^ would beconje ill and v ould be abducted. The 
plan was that t5ic agent - someone whom Frau STEIK tmsied and with whom 
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she -was meeting In » West Berlin cafe - would offer the poisoned candy 
toward the end of the meeting. The lady was expected to become ill while 
walking from the cafe to her nearby residence. On becoming unconsaous. 
she was to be picked up by a waiting car which would appear to be passing 
by chance. The plot was not carried to fruition, however, because Frau 
STEIN did not become ill until she was near her apartment, at which point 
neighbors came to her aid and she was moved to a hospital. She was 
Ecverly ill for 4B hours, after which an antidote was found. (UnclasBlficd, 
from the testimony of Theodor HANS, formerly with US hi ilitary InteUigence, 
Germany, September Zl, I960, before a Congrcecional investigating committee.) 

IV. OTHER 

Another weapon used is described as a noiseless gas pistol, powered 
by a 300 volt battery, which fires a lethal, odorless unidentified gas. The 
gas acts in two or three seconds, ai^d is effective u? to 15 or 20 meters. 

The pistol has three buttons; one for orming, one for firing, and the third 
for recliarging the fcr-ttery. (After 50 firings the battery may be recharged 
by plugging a trax;sformer into normal house power source.) The pictol is 
normally fired 20 times, very rapidly and autoniatically -- "Bnezd. " Although 
one squirt coxdd lull, 20 squirts are emitted in order to saturate the area, 
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since the gun is fired at a silhouette, ra&er than at a point.) The gas shot by 

I 

the platol v/ould penetrate the vlctim*8 clothing and enter the elda. There 
is allegedly no danger to the user. 

Trends 

Since World War II, and especially in the years since Stalin’s death, 
assassination attempts abroad have become increasingly rare. Currently 
the emphasis in the executive action field is placed on sabotage and sabotage 
planning rather than terrorism against individuals. The Soviets nov^ apparently 
resort to murder only in the case of persons considered especially dangerous 
to the regime and who. for one reason or another, cannot be Hdnapped* A 
Iddnnpped person Is obviously more valuable inasmuch as the Soviets may 
be able to extract from him informatiem of interest, as well as use him for 
propaganda purposes by making It appear that he defected to the Soviet ziide of 
his own free will. This course was followed in the case of Dr, TPuUSHNOVICH, 
It Is also likely that the Eovluts find it increasingly difficult to find persons 
willing to imdertaUe n:urder aLoignments, while the same may not be true 
of abduction operations. It can further be conjectured Giat the Soviets are 
novj n*iore concerned about the adverse publicity generated by Soviet acsascina- 
tions in general tlian they were in previous years. 
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In tM» connection, comments made by state security defectors Fctr 



DERYABIN and Yury RASTVOROV In 1954 about vi^hat the Soviets \vould or 
>fcOuld not do are stUl of interest. Both believed that the Soviets would , 
murder one of their officials on the verge of defecting if that were the only 
way of preventing the act. The same would apply to a Soviet ofRcial who had 
just defected if thereby state secrets could be preserved and if they believed 
that killing him would not bring about a more adverse situation in terms of 
politics and propaganda t!ian already e:>dsted* DERYABIN and RASTVOROV 
doubted, however, that the Soviets vwould mxirder an official who had been in . 
non-Communist hands long enough to have been eacploitcd for intelligence and 
propaganda purposes. Vliile both granted that in particular cases the Soviets 
might go to any extreme, they both believed, generally speaking, that the 
adverse propaganda resulting from such an act would negate its original purpose. 
On the other hand, iCHOKHLOV, who might have been in a better position to 
know, has stated without qualification tlutt the Soviets would continue to 
assassinate defectors in the future. The thre^at of Soviet execv;tive action 
against defectors is also considered a real one by Reino HAYHAKEN, who 



defected from the KGB in 1957. A still more recent Soviet intelligence source 
also believes that standard Soviet practice is to mount a Iddnapping or 
assassination operation ‘‘through all intelligence ox>portuhitieB” against 
defectors from tlxc Soviet intelligence services. 
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/ DERYABIN and RASTVOROV further agreed tiiat the Soviet!, without 

hesitatiozi, would forcibly return to the USSR eomeone on the verge of 
defecting at a nrilBeion abroad. This was borne out by the aforementioned 
STRYGIN and ZEIXNOVSKIY cases. DERYABIN and RASTVOROV also 
believed that the eazne policy would apply to a Soviet official who had Just 
defected, or one who had been^in non-Comznuniet bands long enough to have 
been exploited for Intelligence and propaganda purposes, if the capability 
existed for returning him physically to the USSR. 

Lastly, DERYABIN believed that the assassination of an Allied official 
would be highly unlikely and probably unprofitable* He also doubted that 
the Soviets would attempt to kidnap any U*S. officials unless they were 
particularly Imowlcdgeable. Sucb an incident would not be worth the trouble 
for an average official, but an important person conceivably would have 
sufficient information to make it worthwhile. 
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